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ith the publication on microfilm of the first 50 years of tiie 
annual proceedings of the National vonference on Social \.elfare, 
much of tne early history of tne development of social welfare 
programs in this country veceme readily available. 


Now tie publications of the Third Period from 192-199 are 
equaily accessible to tiose interested in reviewing the rapid 
Changes that nave taken olace in recent years. nis covers the 
era of the work relief prosram; the period during which social 
security oecame an establisiied way of Life for inmost Americans; 

tue \.ar Years and tne resultant problems and issues, many of wiich, 
originating then, are wita us today in even more intensive form. 
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for those publications, minutes, and records wuicn reflect tie 
changing patterns of concern for social welfare. No other single 
memoersiip oody covers tne field so extensively -=- governmental and 
voluntary -- agency and individual practitioner -- professional 
and lay. The proceedinzs of its Annual Forums contain the foremost 
papers presented each year on tne vital social welfare issues 
confronting the nation. 


The files of tne National Conference nave been searcned exhaustively 


in this Third Period of the microfilmed records of tne National 
conference on Social !elfare will ce found prooably the most compre- 
hensive overview of one of the most dramatic periods in tue history 
of social welfare. More detailed records are available from other 
sources, cut no more all-embracing data is to be found, I feel 
certain. This is the record of evenis as tiey occurred, and 
tney were viewed oy the leaders of social welfare. 
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